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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-KINGSVILLE RULES
	34.06.02.K1
	Weapons, Handguns, and Other Firearms
Supplements System Policy 34.06 and System Regulation 34.06.02



1. STATEMENT OF PROHIBITION OF WEAPONS, HANDGUNS, AND OTHER FIREARMS
1.1. The Texas Penal Code prohibits possession of firearms, illegal knives, clubs, or prohibited weapons (as defined in Penal Code Section 46.05(a)) on the physical premises of a school or educational institution. This prohibition even includes individuals licensed to carry a concealed handgun. 
1.2. It is forbidden to possess firearms, illegal knives, clubs, or prohibited weapons on the physical premises of Texas A&M University-Kingsville. Students, faculty or staff who violate this provision may be subject to University discipline in addition to criminal action. Licensed police officers (including game wardens) are authorized to carry a firearm at all times. 
1.3. “Premises” as used in this Rule means a building or portion of a building. The term does not include any public or private driveway, street, sidewalk, walkway, parking lot, parking garage or other parking area. 
1.4. Exceptions to this prohibition may be made as authorized by law or as provided below. Texas A&M University-Kingsville will follow Texas Penal Code Section 46.035 in the administration of this rule.
2. LICENSED POLICE OFFICERS
Licensed peace officers are authorized by law to carry firearms at all times.
3. EXCEPTIONS 
3.1. A request for exception to this Rule must be approved in advance by the Texas A&M University-Kingsville Police Chief or designee. A request must be in writing and must: 

3.1.1. state the justification for an exception. The circumstances under which a person may seek an exception to possess a concealed handgun or firearm are: 

3.1.1.1.  during approved hunter safety or firearm safety courses, 

3.1.1.2.  during 4-H firearm shooting or safety courses or programs, and 
3.1.1.3.  during firearm related activities taught by or conducted on       

   property controlled by the University such as the R.O.T.C.       
  
   program.
3.1.1.4. University sanctioned club sports programs (for example: pistol,      trap & skeet). 

3.1.1.5. any other exception deemed appropriate by the Chief of Police. 
3.1.2. include a description and serial number for each firearm covered under the request, 
3.1.3. include a statement noting the beginning and end dates for which the exception is requested, and 

3.1.4. contain a copy of a concealed handgun license if the individual is a licensee and is requesting to possess a handgun on Texas A&M University-Kingsville property. 

3.1.5. Further, each individual, for whom an authorized exception to this Rule is requested, will be subject to a criminal history check. 

3.1.6. The grant of an exception is not effective unless it is written and signed by the Texas A&M University-Kingsville Police Chief or designee. The Texas A&M University-Kingsville Police Department shall maintain a list of all persons granted an exception to this Rule. The Chief of Police shall provide notice to university administrators who, in his discretion, should be advised he has granted an exception. 

3.2. The prohibition of carrying a firearm or weapon on the physical premise of the university does not apply to: armored car couriers within the course and scope of their employment who wear a distinctive uniform and the firearm in plain view. 

4. PENALTIES 

4.1. Failure to obtain advance written authorization for an exception to this Rule may result in criminal and/or disciplinary action. 

OFFICE OF RESPONSIBILITY: University Police Department 
References 
Subchapter H, Chapter 411 of the Government Code Texas Penal Code 46.03- Places Weapons Prohibited 

5. DURATION OF AUTHORIZATION
Authorizations will be valid for only the approved date(s) and then will automatically expire. If more time is needed, another application will need to be submitted.

5. MAINTENANCE OF AUTHORIZATIONS
A list of authorizations will be maintained by the University Police Department and verification will be available through the dispatch center 24 hours a day. 

CONTACT FOR INTERPRETATION:   Vice President for Finance and Administration
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