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WELCOME TO THE
PRESIDENT’S UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SCHOLARS PROGRAM

APPLICATION
The President’s Undergraduate Research Scholars Program is a project designed to increase the number of individuals conducting undergraduate research. The program is funded to serve 10 students for the summer 2018 for $2,000.00. 

The grant program will provide an opportunity for undergraduate students to engage in high level research with a faculty mentor in preparation for graduate education. Students will have the unique opportunity to interact with TAMUK University President, Dr. Steven H. Tallant, and Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. Allen Rassmussen, in a pre and post research session. TAMUK is making a profound difference in the educational, cultural and economic development of the communities we serve, and we are excited about the opportunities this program can offer. 

The Program’s recruitment period will occur during the spring semester. Deadline for applications is December 1, 2017 and finalists will be contacted for interviews. Applicants must be TAMUK juniors and seniors (graduating the following spring term or later), with a minimum 3.25 GPA.

To apply, please read the President’s Undergraduate Research Scholars Program brochure and submit the following documents to College Hall Rm. 230.

□ 
Application for the Program 

□ 
Current Academic transcript 

□ 
A list of academic and extracurricular, honors, distinctions and 

Scholarships

□ 
A list of memberships in academic organizations and participation 

in academic activities 

□ 
Previous research experience, if any 

□ 
Two letters of recommendation, one from a faculty member and one personal 

□ 
Personal essay 300-words 

□ 
Copy of social security card and driver’s license 

□ 
Copy of Academic Degree plan

APPLICATION PACKAGE
THE PROGRAM

TAMUK President’s Undergraduate Research Scholars Program proposes to award each recipient up to $2,000 in grant funding for spring and summer research. In addition to having their TAMUS Annual Pathways Research Symposium admission fee sponsored. 

Recipients will be selected by the research committee based on the quality of the research and the value of the experience provided for each student. Research proposals will be submitted through the Office of Sponsored Research Services. Assistance will be provided in proposal submission and related compliance procedures. The student will then present their research to the committee composed of University faculty, staff, and special appointees. 

ELIGIBILITY

Ten students will be considered on a competitive basis. Students are eligible to apply if the applicant has at least a 3.25 grade point average and are interested in conducting undergraduate research. In addition, must meet the following criteria: 

· a U.S. citizen or permanent resident,  

· a Junior or Senior

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Students commit to work on a research project, assisted by a faculty mentor and 30 hours-a-week for five- weeks during the summer. In addition, students must write a research proposal and paper, present their research work at a minimum of two professional conferences, and attend all program events. 

AWARDS

During the Summer Research Internship, students can receive up to $2,000 in grant funding.

A complete program application includes all of the following: 

1. Completed and signed application form 

2. Statement of Purpose (300-word essay) 

3. Current official transcript GPA will be assessed at time of interview with student and staff

4. Two Letters of Recommendation (one must be from a faculty member) 

5. Current degree plan 

APPLICATION DEADLINES for 2017-2018: February 21, 2018
Bring completed application package to Texas A&M University-Kingsville campus at College Hall Rm. 230. If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Mary Gonzalez, AVP at (361) 593-2129 or mary.gonzalez@tamuk.edu or Dynyel Miller, Executive Director at (361) 593-2129 or dynyel.miller@tamuk.edu
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Student application

Name: ___________________________________ SS #: ______________________________ 
Local address:________________________________________________________________ 
City, state, zip: __________________________________Phone: (  _ )_________ __________
Permanent address: _______________________________________________   ___________ 
City, state, zip: __________________________________Phone: (___)___________________
E-mail: ___________________________________Cell Phone: (___)__________    _________

Major: ___________________________________Minor:______________________________ 
College:________ Year: Junior  Senior  Date degree expected: _________________________

Grade point average (GPA) in major: _________ overall GPA: ____________

Briefly state your educational and career goals:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Gender:   Female    Male 
Ethnicity: _________________
Birth date: ____/___/____ Birthplace: ____________________
Citizenship:  U.S. citizen      Permanent Resident       Other 
Who did you live with prior to your 18th birthday? Mother    Father   Other 

Are you eligible for financial aid? Yes   No      

 If yes, what type: Pell grant   Loan  
Other:____________________________________________________________________________________________

1. What topics in your major interest you most? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Briefly indicate your specific experience with the following items: 
· Laboratory Skills: ___________________________________________________________
· Computer Languages or Software: _____________________________________________
· Statistical Techniques: _______________________________________________________
· Library Research: ___________________________________________________________
· Interviewing Skills: __________________________________________________________
· Can you speak/read a language other than English? ___________________________

3. Please list the course grades you have received in your major: 

	COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE 
	GRADE 
	COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE 
	GRADE

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	


4. List one faculty member from whom you have requested a letter of recommendation. The letter should come from a faculty member who knows your academic and/or research work. 

Name: 




Mailing Address: 


Phone Number:
________________________

_____________________________
____________________________ 
5. Which graduate degrees are you considering pursuing (i.e. - Masters, Ph.D., etc.)? 

Degree Sought: ___________________________________ Field/Subject: ___________________________________
SIGNATURE: _______________________________ DATE:_______________________________
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

State your research interests, experience, educational goals, career objectives and any information which may aid the Texas A&M University President’s Undergraduate Research Scholars Program selection committee. Explain how participation in the President’s Undergraduate Research Scholars Program will enhance your educational experience and career plans. You may use a separate sheet if necessary. Do not exceed one typed page.
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LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

_____________________ has applied to be a participant in the President’s Undergraduate

(Name of applicant)          Research Scholars Program. We would appreciate your candid responses to assist in 
                                          our  selection. 

1.) In what capacity have you worked with the student and how long? 

2.) Please comment on the student's academic strengths and weaknesses. 

3.) If given the opportunity and proper preparation, do you feel the applicant has the potential to do major 
     research in his/her field of study? 

4.) What is your basis for this judgment? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE                                 
 DEPARTMENT                                

PHONE 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND TITLE






 DATE 

Return to:





President’s Undergraduate Research Scholars Program

c/o Dr. Mary L. Gonzalez

Associate Vice President for Student Access

College Hall Rm. 230

mary.gonzalez@tamuk.edu
or dynyel.miller@tamuk.edu
FACULTY: 
The President’s Undergraduate Research Scholars Program is in its third year at TAMUK. Our purpose is to prepare juniors, and seniors (with at least 12 months until graduation), with a GPA of 3.25 or better who are considering advanced studies an opportunity to conduct undergraduate research over the Summer to enhance their educational experience.  
The four components of the program are: 

· Academic skill building 

· Research technique preparation 

· Research fellowship with faculty mentors during the summer (includes stipend) 

· Preparation for graduate school admission
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The President’s Undergraduate Research Scholars Program

APPLICATION CHECK SHEET

NAME:_______________________________________________________
Classification: ___ Junior ___Senior
_____Major: □ Biology □Chemistry
□Computer Science □Engineering
□Humanities □Mathematics □Physics
□Other:________________________

_____Completed Application

_____300 word essay

_____First letter of recommendation

_____Second letter of recommendation

_____Two letter of recommendation
         (one must be from a faculty member)

_____Unofficial copies of transcripts

_____Interview with Director/Assistant Director/Coordinator 

_____Copy of SS card and Driver’s License

_____Copy of Academic Degree Plan

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

