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Fingerprint development is a well-known and vital
component of forensic science and criminal
investigations. While the development of latent
fingerprints has certainly been updated and modernized
as time has passed, the use of fingerprints for
identification purposes is one steeped in a long and rich
history, related to many customs, cultures, and
societies. Given the complex biochemical makeup of
fingerprints, the technology, techniques, chemicals, and
instruments used in latent fingerprint development also
represent a significant and interesting portion of
chemical history as well. From anecdotal stories passed
down in different cultures, to stories involving famous
figures such Marcello Malpighi, Johann Mayer, and Sir
William Herschel, to the chemical advances seen in the
20th century, this talk will aim to highlight the long and
rich history of fingerprint development.

Short Biography: I am from Kingsville, Texas and I 
received both my undergraduate degree and master’s 
degree from Texas A&M University-Kingsville. As a 
member of the American Chemical Society, I have 
been a member of the Surface & Colloid Chemistry 
Division, Energy & Fuels Division, and Chemistry 
History Division. I have given several poster 
presentations at the national ACS meetings and 
several oral presentations on the history of chemistry. 
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